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�We will spare no e�ort to 
free our fellow men, women 
and children from the abject 

and dehumanizing conditions 
of extreme poverty�We 

resolve therefore to create an 
environment � at the national 

and global levels alike � which is 
conducive to development and 
to the elimination of poverty.�  

-Millennium Declaration, 
September ��, ����

MCC and the Millennium Development Goals 
In September of ����, the United States committed to the United 
Nations Millennium Declaration, which contains time-bound goals 
for reducing poverty and hunger, strengthening access to education, 
and improving health, including combating major diseases.  �ese 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) are benchmarks to measure 
progress on development.  �e Millennium Challenge Corporation 
(MCC) plays a critical role in the U.S. Government�s approach to as-
sisting countries in their e�orts to achieve the MDGs and improve the 
lives of their people.  

MCC�s Role 
MCC recognizes that MDGs are useful and important targets for 
many partner countries as part of their overall strategy to achieve 
their own development priorities. MCC supports partner countries in 
these e�orts by:

Fostering economic growth.  MCC�s core mandate is to reduce 
poverty in the world�s poorest countries through sustainable 
economic growth.  To halve the proportion of people with in-
come under �� per day by ����, economic growth is essential.  
Since its inception in ����, MCC has committed over ��.� billion to assist this e�ort.

Rewarding progress toward the MDGs.  MCC works with countries that perform relatively well in terms 
of good governance, economic freedom and investing in people.  In doing so, MCC selection criteria give 
countries an incentive to address MDGs.  For example, MCC indicators encourage countries to improve 
girls� primary school completion rates, immunization rates, incidence of child mortality, access to water 
and sanitation, and natural resource management. 

Investing in country priorities.  Partner country governments propose, in consultation with their citizens, 
their own priority uses for MCC funding and often decide to use MCC assistance to directly address 
Millennium Development Goals.   At the request of eligible countries, MCC is investing in water and 
sanitation, primary education, immunization, health care infrastructure, and land titling, which gives 
farmers an incentive to improve rather than abandon currently cultivated land for new slash-and-burn 
�elds.  MCC investment in infrastructure and income generating activities also has important, indirect 




